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10 “Botox in a Bottle” Skin-Care Products Derms Swear
By for Fine Lines

Smooth fine lines with these max-strength treatments, creams, and serums.
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If you wince at the sight of sharp objects or don't have the cash to spend on in-office treatments, "Botox in a bottle"
products have you covered—well, mostly, since no topical formula can create the same results as a professional
treatment. These pain-free, comparatively inexpensive products, when used consistently and as directed, can
deliver results similar to that of a loving jab in the face from your derm. Sure, nothing quite captures the effects of
the nerve-freezing, muscle-paralyzing, skin-tightening power of botulinum toxin A (which sounds freakier than it is,
we promise), but these formulas come pretty close. You can even use them in tandem with professional Botox
treatments (from a board-certified dermatologist, of course) to enhance and prolong its line-dissipating benefits.

Our Top Botox in a Bottle Picks

Best Overall: SkinCeuticals P-Tiox, $150
Best for Dry Skin: Lancôme Advanced Génifique Face Serum, $135
Best for Crepey Skin: SkinMedica TNS Advanced+ Serum, $295
Best for Early Signs of Aging: Isdin Melatonik Recovery Night Serum, $175
Best for the Neck: NeoStrata Skin Active Triple Firming Neck Cream, $98
Best Drugstore: Eau Thermale Avène RetrinAl 0.1 Intensive Cream, $68
Best for Body: Shani Darden Body Reform Treatment Serum, $58
Best for Deep Wrinkles: Revision Skincare D·E·J Daily Boosting Serum, $225
Best for Sensitive Skin: Clinique Smart Clinical Repair Wrinkle Correcting Serum, $108
Best for Sun Damage: Medik8 Super C Ferulic Serum, $75

Frequently Asked Questions

Are topical creams as effective as Botox injections?
What are the key ingredients in "Botox in a bottle" products?
Meet the experts
How we test and review products
Our staff and testers

Read on for Allure editor- and dermatologist-approved finds to add to your skin-care routine that help target fine
lines, sagging, and beyond.

Best Overall: SkinCeuticals P-Tiox

Allure contributing commerce editor Deanna Pai applying the SkinCeuticals P-
Tiox serum Deanna Pai
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Why it’s worth it: Multiple board-certified dermatologists and Allure editors swear by the fine line-smoothing
properties of the SkinCeuticals P-Tiox, a peptide-powered serum that provides lasting results (especially if you want
to prolong your pricey neuromodulator treatments). “The P-Tiox serum utilizes two key peptides that relax muscle
contractions to help with the appearance of fine lines and wrinkles, as well as mild exfoliants to gently brighten the
skin,” Chicago-based, board-certified dermatologist Omer Ibrahim, MD, previously told Allure. The two peptides
interrupt the neurotransmitters that move facial muscles—much like Botox. Still, the results will be much milder
than those imparted by a needle. Use it anywhere on your face where a fine line might pop up, like cheek folds or
the space between your eyebrows and nose.

Tester feedback from contributing commerce editor Deanna Pai

SKINCEUTICALS

P-Tiox Serum

$150
SKINCEUTICALS

$150
DERMSTORE

$150
BLUEMERCURY
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More to know

Best for Dry Skin: Lancôme Advanced Génifique Face Serum

Allure contributor Christa Joanna Lee applying the Lancôme Advanced
Génifique Face Serum Christa Joanna Lee

LANCÔME

Advanced Génifique Face Serum

$135
AMAZON

$135
NORDSTROM
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Why it's worth it: Lancôme Advanced Génifique Face Serum comes in four sizes, because it’s the kind of serum your
skin wants to drink up everywhere: on the go, at home, or at your desk during the work day. “This microbiome-
inspired formula with bifidus prebiotic, hyaluronic acid, and vitamin C is fast-absorbing and gently strengthens the
skin barrier while addressing multiple signs of aging,” says Gary Goldenberg, MD, a board-certified dermatologist
based in New York City.

The self-loading dropper dispenses the perfect dose every time, and since there’s no need to dip your fingers in, the
serum stays fresher, cleaner, and more effective. “The packaging and the formula are designed to keep the
fermented ingredients stable, so the probiotics stay active and do their job—helping boost collagen and increase
moisture—without causing the irritation or breakdown you often see in products for dry, sensitive skin,” Dr.
Goldenberg says.

Tester feedback from contributing commerce writer Christa Joanna Lee

More to know

Best for Crepey Skin: SkinMedica TNS+ Advanced Serum

Allure commerce editor Sarah Han applying the SkinMedica TNS Advanced+
Serum Sarah Han
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Why it’s worth it: SkinMedica's TNS+ Advanced Serum is a Best of Beauty hall of famer for a reason. "The
formulation feels silky and smooth on your skin and provides a powerful combination of growth factors and plant-
based antioxidants to boost collagen and elastin," Austin-based board-certified dermatologist Heidi Prather, MD,
previously shared. With regular use, you'll notice an improvement in deep wrinkles and a firmer, glowing
complexion, thanks to green microalgae extract, marine extracts, and French flaxseed extract. Pro tip: Apply this
serum to your neck and decolletage as well to minimize crepiness with its cocktail of growth factors and
antioxidants.

Tester feedback from commerce editor Sarah Han

SKINMEDICA

TNS Advanced+ Serum

$295
DERMSTORE
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More to know

Best for Early Signs of Aging: Isdin Melatonik Recovery Night Serum

Lee applying the Isdin Isdinceutics Melatonik Serum Christa Joanna Lee

Why it's worth it: Isdin's Melatonik Recovery Night Serum is a great treatment that contains the plant-based retinol
alternative bakuchiol, according to New York City board-certified dermatologist Robert Finney, MD. "In a clinical
trial, [it] reduced wrinkles as significantly as retinol, but is pregnancy safe and without the classic irritation that
comes with retinol," he says. In addition to bakuchiol, this featherlight serum also contains vitamin C, a powerhouse
antioxidant that helps brighten dark spots and firm the skin. "I always tell patients a little goes a long way, so start
with a few drops on your entire face at night underneath your moisturizer," he says.

ISDIN

Melatonik Recovery Night Serum

$175 $122 (30% OFF)
AMAZON

$175
DERMSTORE
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Tester feedback from Lee

More to know

Best for the Neck: NeoStrata Skin Active Triple Firming Neck Cream

Han applying the Neostrata Skin Active Triple Firming Neck Cream Sarah Han

NEOSTRATA

Skin Active Triple Firming Neck Cream

$98
AMAZON
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Why it's worth it: There’s a lot of science-y talk we could dive into, but to keep things simple: NeoStrata literally
means neo + strata (“new layers” of skin), and that’s what this neck cream is all about. The Skin Active Triple Firming
Neck Cream uses some of the brand’s most impressive tech to tighten and smooth the area we tend to overlook.
Proprietary NeoGlucosamine (a gentle, non-acid exfoliator) helps boost cell turnover and fade uneven tone, while
NeoCitriate supports collagen production to firm sagging skin. “It leaves the skin smoother and more elastic,” says
Ryan Turner, MD, a board-certified dermatologist based in New York City.

And there’s even more behind those results. Debbie Palmer, a board-certified dermatologist based in Harrison, New
York, breaks it down further: It’s packed with “plant stem cells, amino acids, vitamin E, and peptides that are 2.5
times smaller for deeper penetration,” she says. Stick with it—just like you should with any product for mature skin
—and find firmer, smoother, and bouncier skin.

Tester feedback from Han

More to know

Best Drugstore: Eau Thermale Avene RetrinAl 0.1 Intensive Cream

$98
DERMSTORE
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Why it's worth it: Nope, it’s not a typo—retinal and retinol may look almost identical on paper, but there’s a big
difference in power. Retinal (a.k.a. retinaldehyde) is one step closer to prescription-strength retinoic acid, “with
studies showing that it works ten times faster than retinol,” says Dr. Palmer. Avène’s RetrinAL 0.1 Intensive Cream
uses a potent 0.1% retinal to tackle deep wrinkles, uneven texture, and loss of firmness. Hyaluronic acid adds
plumping moisture, while the brand’s signature thermal spring water soothes sensitivity, giving you strong results
without the harsh side effects. And despite the serious actives in the formula, “the cream has a lightweight feel and a
smooth and non-greasy texture,” Dr. Palmer notes, making it an easy addition to your nighttime routine.

More to know

Best for Body: Shani Darden Body Reform Treatment Serum

EAU THERMALE AVENE

RetrinAl 0.1 Intensive Cream

$68
AMAZON

$68
DERMSTORE

$68
ULTA BEAUTY
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Why it's worth it: You might know the esthetician-to-the-stars Shani Darden for her Best of Beauty Award-winning
Retinol Reform serum, but this formula tackles the thicker, tougher skin below the neck. Body Reform Treatment
Serum uses a potent 2% granactive retinoid (an advanced retinoid that delivers retinoic acid-level results with far
less irritation) to smooth rough texture, firm crepey areas, and improve the look of dark spots. It’s paired with
proprietary Hydronesis, which helps break down dry keratin buildup while boosting moisture to reduce keratosis
pilaris, plus vitamin C to brighten and support collagen and amino acids to plump and strengthen the skin barrier.
You’d never know how hardworking the formula is based on its feel—“it’s such a soothing and lightweight serum that
moisturizes like a richer cream,” says Angela Lamb, MD, a board-certified dermatologist based in New York City.

More to know

Best for Deep Wrinkles: Revision Skincare D·E·J Daily Boosting Serum

SHANI DARDEN

Body Reform Treatment Serum

$58
AMAZON

$58
REVOLVE

$58
SEPHORA
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Why it's worth it: First things first: Let’s talk about what “D·E·J” actually means, because it’s the backbone of why
this serum works so well. It refers to the dermal-epidermal junction—the meeting point between your skin’s upper
and lower layers, and one of the first places to show uneven texture and a loss of firmness as we age. “Revision’s
D·E·J Daily Boosting Serum has clinically tested results with a formula featuring sunflower sprout extract,
resveratrol, hyaluronic acid, and vitamin C,” says Dr. Palmer. Paired with peptides, algae extracts, jojoba esters, and
squalane, it helps smooth roughness, brighten tone, and strengthen the skin’s structure.

More to know

Best for Sensitive Skin: Clinique Smart Clinical Repair Wrinkle Correcting Serum

REVISION SKINCARE

D·E·J Daily Boosting Serum

$225
AMAZON

$225
DERMSTORE
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Why it's worth it: Clinique Smart Clinical Repair Wrinkle Correcting Serum is all about the three R’s: repairing,
resurfacing, and re-volumizing skin for a smoother, firmer look. “It features a multi-dermal peptide to plump skin
and boost collagen, encapsulated retinol that gently resurfaces to smooth lines and texture, and hyaluronic acid that
deeply hydrates to repair the skin barrier,” says Dr. Goldenberg. The fragrance-free formula was designed with
sensitive skin in mind (encapsulated retinol minimizes the risk of irritation while still delivering results), making it a
gentle yet powerful option for most people looking to target wrinkles.

More to know

Best for Sun Damage: Medik8 Super C Ferulic Serum

CLINIQUE

Smart Clinical Repair Wrinkle Correcting Serum

$108 $76 (30% OFF)
AMAZON

$108
NORDSTROM

$108
ULTA BEAUTY
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Why it's worth it: You're probably well acquainted with buzzy serum ingredients like vitamins C, E, and ferulic acid
by now. While you'll find all of those in Medik8's Super C Ferulic Serum, the product stands out from its peers for its
high concentration (30%, to be exact) of ethylated L-ascorbic acid, a stabilized form of pure ascorbic acid, the most
potent form of vitamin C. “Pure ascorbic acid has consistently been proven to be the most effective at penetrating
the skin barrier," says Patricia Wexler, MD, a board-certified dermatologist based in New York City. "Vitamin C
effectiveness [also] increases when combined with other antioxidants, such as vitamin E. Together, they can double
protection against free-radical damage."

This stabilized formula provides results more quickly than most other serums due to its potency. And, its
combination of complexion-brightening ingredients makes it especially worthwhile to try if you have stubborn sun
damage-related age spots and discoloration.

More to know

MEDIK8

Super C Ferulic Serum

$75
AMAZON

$75
DERMSTORE

$75
MEDIK8

11/23/25, 11:50 AM 10 Best “Botox in a Bottle” Products, According to Dermatologists | Allure

https://www.allure.com/gallery/face-creams-moisturizers-serums-botox-in-a-bottle 15/31

https://www.allure.com/gallery/ferulic-acid-serum
https://www.allure.com/story/vitamin-c-benefits-for-skin
https://wexlerdermatology.com/about/dr-patricia-wexler/
https://aax-events-cell01-cf.us-east.aps.axp.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/RMOXgTU1dY4U14akGXVBJq0AAAGasZ8ybAEAABRBAQBhcHNfdHhuX2JpZDIgICBhcHNfdHhuX2ltcDEgICBh81ox/clv1_CEuOPUxokZADo3rVZME83nnCWFMlTLolnr4-6iOrx6Z5138imGO8Pv018nFItlO9g6wmxpkbkHjNfU30A3thWkVJER2vT8jzL3ENf3hDR2aMGZxFxbcc6JJGZxuD5E5K2-T07pIvKlfgMTKFboUaubRgf5yrugzwYpEJUtpOWgnNl6TP0wp_BQb6YcOvPKdzRXIabdHGjplbMDhjKc9MaOcSh9LtmsE6RhLcO6pwiEoHrIJk2K24A0chnF_9nRIyLFTdDvHUohR0k2ozAP8wUi-Zd2Ku1CHwEqaD7bLjl-db9S7euNuv9jeCXxjtOaCi669I7Lk9j7-y9_LaukixWFdsHZdZRBJ5k6yL/%7B%22sourceid%22:%225185%22,%22slotname%22:%22B0CV12KG8B%22,%22b%22:%22aTaQ63o19snP3CUMLP/UPvG2LGx9eg==%22,%22widgetName%22:%22sp_offsite_native_content%22,%22c%22:%22USD%22,%22themeId%22:%22no_theme%22,%22program%22:%22%22,%22workflowtype%22:%22SINGLE_THEMATIC_WORKFLOW%22,%22slc%22:true,%22ao%22:%220%22,%22p%22:%22MC4zOA==%22,%22marketplaceId%22:%221%22,%22glcode%22:194,%22bt%22:%22n%22,%22adId%22:300164509005502,%22publisheruuid%22:%220630da53-69ed-4679-8b3d-990286ed5aff%22,%22numofthemes%22:%223%22,%22qualifier%22:%221763916591%22,%22bidderid%22:%22352%22,%22asin%22:%22B0CV12KG8B%22,%22logId%22:%223893126289339952%22,%22anonymizedLogId%22:%22P04tkqN5E-t23jb6vFOtrfeRj5v1_8nZ1Dhr2WAaXgT-8k%22%7Dhttps://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CV12KG8B/ref=sspa_dk_offsite_search_5185?psc=1&aaxitk=37cacfbfccb634d74ff3b295e4c7941f&tag=allure0c3-20
https://cna.?xid=fr1763916596219hae
https://cna.?xid=fr1763916596219hgb


Frequently Asked Questions

Are topical creams as effective as Botox injections?

Injectables reign supreme when it comes to getting rid of fine lines, smoothing texture, and plumping lax skin.
However, certain products can yield results similar to those of the neuromodulator botulinum toxin—a.k.a. Botox,
Xeomin, and Dysport, among others—which works by relaxing the muscle contractions responsible for creating
expression lines and wrinkles.

So, are there products that provide the near-immediate fine-smoothing effects of neuromodulator injections? No. At
this time, at-home topicals aren't advanced enough to act as swiftly and effectively as professional-grade treatments
like Botox. Still, there are formulations with plumping and tightening ingredients that can reduce the appearance of
fine lines and sagging skin. “Although there is no true ‘Botox in a bottle’ that is applied topically to the skin, there are
great topical products that can give the appearance of softening expression lines and improving skin texture over
time, particularly with neuropeptides,” confirms Kellie Reed, MD, a board-certified dermatologist based in Austin.
You can even use them in tandem with professional Botox treatments (from a board-certified dermatologist, of
course) to enhance and prolong its line-dissipating benefits.

What are the key ingredients in "Botox in a bottle" products?

"The best line-fighting creams are those that help build our skin's own building blocks, namely collagen and elastin
fibers," explains Deanne Robinson, MD, a Connecticut-based board-certified dermatologist. She recommends
topical retinoids, firming peptides, brightening vitamin C, and growth factors to help support skin cell turnover,
increase collagen fibers, and hydrate the skin.

Certain peptides, like neuropeptides, also serve as neurotransmitters in the skin. They work similarly to botulinum
toxin by limiting muscle movement—although to a much lesser degree than that in injectables. With that, consider
these skin-care products, including moisturizers, serums, and treatments, your best bet for products that work like
Botox injections—just without the pinch.

Meet the experts

Robert Finney, MD, a board-certified dermatologist, based in New York City
Gary Goldenberg, MD, a board-certified dermatologist and co-founder of Goldenberg Dermatology, based in
New York City
Omer Ibrahim, MD, a board-certified dermatologist and founder of Salmalita Cosmetics, based in Chicago
Angela Lamb, MD, a board-certified dermatologist based in New York City
Debbie Palmer, a board-certified dermatologist and co-founder of Dermatology Associates of New York, based
in Harrison, New York
Heidi Prather, MD, a board-certified dermatologist, based in Austin
Kellie Reed, MD, a board-certified dermatologist, based in Austin
Deanne Robinson, MD, a board-certified dermatologist, based in Connecticut
Ryan Turner, MD, a board-certified dermatologist and founder of Turner Dermatology, based in New York City

How we test and review products
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When Allure tests a product, our editors look at it from every angle in an effort to best serve you. We review
ingredients, scrutinize brand claims, and, when necessary, examine peer-reviewed scientific and medical studies. In
addition to testing each and every product that's included in each and every review, we rely on experts who shape
their fields, including dermatology, cosmetic chemistry, and medicine, to help us vet the ingredients and formulas.

For our list of line-fighting skin-care products, we considered each product's performance across five primary
categories: product ingredients and efficacy, packaging, fragrance, texture, and product wear. Every product was
determined to have excelled in each category by our editorial team, which is composed of in-house writers and
editors as well as contributors — along with special consideration from board-certified dermatologists. To learn
more information on our reporting and testing processes, read our complete reviews process and methodology
page.

Our staff and testers

A beauty product is a personal purchase. You might be searching for a face cream to address persistent dryness or a
new nail product to add to your Sunday self-care routine; you may simply be browsing around for the latest launches
to hit the hair market. No matter what you seek or your individual needs and concerns, Allure wants to ensure that
you love anything we recommend in our stories. We believe that having a diverse team of writers and editors — in
addition to the wide range of outside testers and industry experts we regularly call upon — is essential to reaching
that goal.

After all, can we really say a skin-care product is the "best" for people over 50 if the only testers we've solicited
opinions from folks who have yet to hit 30? Can we honestly deem a high-end diffuser worthy of your hard-earned
cash if it’s never been tested on curls? We're proud that our staff spans a wide range of ages, skin tones, hair
textures, genders, and backgrounds, which means that we are able to fairly assess any beauty product that comes
into the beauty closet.

Read more about our favorite fine line-smoothing skin-care products:

The Best Serums for Mature Skin That Target Fine Lines and Sagging
Every Retinol Eye Cream to Target Fine Lines & Crepiness
19 Best Neck Creams for Addressing Fine Lines and Crepey Skin

Done reading? Now, watch Julia Fox's chatty GRWM for a night out:

Shop all of our latest obsessions in one place! And don't forget to follow Allure on Instagram and TikTok, or subscribe to our
newsletter to stay up to date on all things beauty.
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Christa Joanna Lee is a writer, editor, and copywriter specializing in beauty and wellness, parenting, and lifestyle. With deep roots
in the magazine world, she’s developed editorial and branded content for print and digital outlets such as Lucky, Bustle, Teen Vogue,
SELF, Woman’s Day, New York Magazine, and InStyle. Before ... Read More
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SKIN

10 Best Wrinkle Creams to Plump Expression Lines
When used consistently, these potent formulas seriously firm skin and keep moisture loss at bay.

BY DEANNA PAI AND CHRISTA JOANNA LEE
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PROTECT YA NECK

10 Best Neck Creams to Help Tighten and Tone Your Décolletage
Don't overlook this particularly sensitive area.

BY JENNIFER HUSSEIN AND CHRISTA JOANNA LEE
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DULLNESS WHO?

9 Best Face Masks for Mature Skin That Derms Swear By
They target fine lines, discoloration, and dryness.

BY JENNIFER HUSSEIN AND CHRISTA JOANNA LEE
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HI-TECH BEAUTY

The Best Skin-Care Tools and Devices to Try at Home
We rounded up dermatologist- and editor-approved skin-care tools.

16 SLIDES

BY SARAH HAN AND ANGELA TRAKOSHIS
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PEP IN YOUR STEP

9 Best Peptide Serums for Impossibly Plump Skin
Peptides aren’t Botox, but they're still stars in any fine line-reducing routine.

BY DEANNA PAI AND CHRISTA JOANNA LEE
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SKIN

9 Best Undereye Masks That Are Like Power Naps for Your Face
Peace out, puffiness.

BY CHRISTA JOANNA LEE
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HAIR TREATMENTS

10 Best Leave-in Conditioners That Make Dry, Dull Hair Look Instantly
Healthier

From silky serums to milky sprays, these picks transform parched strands.

BY LILY WOHLNER
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SKIN

7 Best Bakuchiol Serums to Soften Fine Lines Without Irritation
Retinol results without the retinol side effects.

BY CHRISTA JOANNA LEE
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SKIN

9 Best Creams for Dry Hands to Soothe Cracked Skin
Your hands deserve as much TLC as the rest of your body.

BY CHRISTA JOANNA LEE
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SHOPPING

9 Best Foundations for Mature Skin That Smooth, Enhance Glow, and Never
Crease

Makeup-artist-approved picks infused with hydrating and brightening ingredients to support evolving skin.

BY JENNY BERG
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HAIR

8 Best Curling Irons That Make Styling Almost Too Easy
Loose waves, tight coils, or everything in between, these wands can handle it all.

BY JENNIFER HUSSEIN
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HAIR

7 Best Hair Dryers for Every Hair Type, According to Allure Editors
These tools have powerful airflow, smart heat control, and sleek designs that deliver salon-worthy results.

BY ANGELA TRAKOSHIS
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